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to helping people get back into society. And
I appreciate those commitments. He’s com-
mitted to human rights.

We talked about trade. We negotiated a
free trade agreement. We've still got some
details to work out, but we committed our-
selves to working out those details and try
to get this done as quickly as we can. I will
submit the agreement to Congress once it
gets done, and I would hope members of
both political parties understand the impor-
tance of a free trade agreement with this vital
ally of ours.

We talked about the neighborhood. We
talked about—he came from a meeting with
some of the Andean neighbors, and he
brought messages, and he shared some
thoughts with me. I appreciate strategizing
with the President about how to make sure
our neighborhood is a peaceful and hopeful
place.

I told President Uribe that one of the
things I will do a better job of is commu-
nicating to the people of South America and
Central America my country’s desire to pro-
mote justice and education and health. We
spend about $1.6 billion a year in Central
and South America. I want the people to un-
derstand that money is meant to help them,
to help improve their lives. I want the people
to understand America is a considerate coun-
try, that we care about justice.

And so, Mr. President, I am really pleased
you're here. It’s good to see you again. And
again, congratulations on a great victory.

President Uribe. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. T want to repeat my gratitude to your
Government, to you personally, to your Con-
gress, to the U.S. public opinion, for the per-
manent support of my country. 1 appreciate
your friendship, your permanent advice, and
we have many challenges before us.

One challenge is that Colombia can over-
come this long nightmare of terrorism. I un-
derstand the mandate my fellow country citi-
zens have given me to work harder and with
better results for my country to get peace,
and the United States cooperation is nec-
essary.

In the last 2 years, we have not gotten
the—[inaudible]—result in dropping the
areas with illegal drugs. One point we have
studied this morning with President Bush is
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how to speed up the eradication of drugs,
because we need to show better results in
this area.

And of course, as President Bush has in-
formed to you, we spoke about our free trade
agreement and some pending points. And we
spoke about the necessity in Colombia and
in all the Central American and South Amer-
ican countries to improve social cohesion.
For I thank President Bush, he’s willing—
his willingness and determination to help us
in education, in social issues, because we
need to conduct hand in hand our fight
against terrorism with our fight to create so-
cial cohesion, not only in Colombia but in
the whole region as well.

President Bush. Gracias, amigo. Thank
you very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:06 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
the Iraq Study Group
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I want to thank a distinguished group of
Americans, led by Jim Baker and Lee Ham-
ilton, for your willingness to look at the way
forward in Iraq and to provide advice to the
administration, to the Congress, and to the
American people about the proper strategies
and tactics to achieve success.

Iraq is a complex situation. It is vital that
we succeed. And the fact that you all are will-
ing to lend your expertise to help chart the
way forward means a lot. And I can’t thank
you enough. We've got Republicans at the
table; we've got Democrats at the table;
we've got people who've served in the admin-
istration, administrations past, our court sys-
tem, and the legislative branch. And you
bring a lot of expertise and a lot of knowl-
edge, and the fact that you're willing to lend
your expertise and knowledge to help our
country means a lot.

Once again, you've been called to serve,
and once again, you are serving, and we
thank you for that a lot. Appreciate you very
much.
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NoTE: The President spoke at 2:36 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to James A. Baker III and Lee
H. Hamilton, co-chairs, Iraq Study Group.

Remarks at the Initiative for Global
Development’s 2006 National
Summit
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Thank you all. Whatever successes this ad-
ministration has had in combating global pov-
erty, Colin Powell gets a lot of credit. I will
spend some time talking about our responsi-
bility as government to address global pov-
erty. It’s a responsibility we take seriously,
and it’s a responsibility that Colin Powell car-
ried out in his distinguished tenure as the
Secretary of State of our country. I want to
thank you for being a friend, and thank you
for your service to the country. He’s a good
man.

Thank you all for allowing me to come by
to speak. I appreciate the cofounders and the
leaders of the Global Development effort. I
want to thank you for having this summit.
Thank you for being what I call social entre-
preneurs, people who care about the plight
of other people.

The facts are these: Across the globe, more
than a billion people live on less than a dollar
a day. That should be a troubling statistic to
all Americans. They lead lives of hunger; they
lead lives of desperation. Every day is a strug-
gle just to survive. That struggle ought to in-
spire us here in America. It’s inspired you;
it ought to inspire all our citizens.

I want to thank you for lending your exper-
tise and your funds to address problems
alongside your Government. Colin said, “You
know, this is not a governmental effort; it’s
not a business effort; it’s not an NGO effort;
it's a combined effort by a lot of compas-
sionate hearts to address a significant prob-
lem.” And so I'm here to thank you for your
commitment and to let you know, we're
pleased to stand with you.

I want to thank Susan Schwab, who trav-
eled with me today. Maybe you don’t know
who she is, but you will soon, because she
just got sworn in as the new Trade Rep-
resentative for the United States. So who do
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you pick to be the Trade Minister? Well, you
pick somebody who is a good negotiator, for
starters, somebody who understands that
opening markets is in our national interest
and that when you open a market, you make
sure—as we open our markets, you make
sure youre treated fairly. That's what we
want. That’s all we want. We want to be able
to tell the American people that free trade
is good for our country, but fair trade means
that it’s responsible. And so she understands
that. She’ll be a good, hard negotiator, but
she also understands something I under-
stand, and that is, trade is one of the best
ways to help lift people out of poverty. I'm
going to talk about that in a little bit.

I'm sorry Laura couldn’t be with me here.
She’s a—she is a person who cares deeply
about the suffering in places like the con-
tinent of Africa. When she travels, she brings
the message to the people there that a lot
of Americans care deeply about AIDS or care
deeply about hunger or malaria. She sends
her greetings. I'm lucky she said yes when
I asked her to marry me. I think this country
is lucky to have her as an ambassadress for
the good hearts of the American people.

I thank Bill Clapp and General
Shalikashvili, former Senator Dan Evans, Bill
Ruckelshaus, cofounders of the Initiative for
Global Development. Thank you for being
farsighted. Thank you for calling people to
action. I thank the members who are here
as well.

I appreciate Ambassador Randy Tobias.
He had a pretty easy job there in Indianapolis
at one time. [Laughter] I asked him to—I
asked him, I said, “Look, Randy, you've got
management skills, and you care; why don’t
you serve your country, see; why don’t you
come here to Washington, DC, and put up
with all the rhetoric and the noise and the
sharp elbows and do something for people
around the world.” And he did. He ran the—
he ran our HIV/AIDS initiative, and he did
areally good job.

America is on the leading edge of fighting
HIV/AIDS, and one of the reasons we're ef-
fective is because of Randy Tobias. So I'm
confident he wanted to leave—"See, I got
a place in Montana where I can fish.” I think
you got one in Montana, don’t you? Yes, he
started talking about his fishing place in



